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What’s Inside?
o This brief is intended to

inform people concerned
about resource allocation.

e It provides the rationale for

investing in children.

o |t will build understanding
of the particular needs of

young children, what will

happen if we don’t invest

now, and the current status

of Hawaii’s efforts.
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HAWAII KIDS WATCH & The GOOD BEGINNINGS ALLIANCE

Why Hawaii Must Invest in Young Children

In thinking about resource
allocation, conventional wisdom
dictates investing in existing
resources. Hawaii’'s children are
the most important resource for
our future.

Because the early years have a
critical impact on children, their
families and the communities
where they live, investments
need to start as soon as
children are born.

Evidence for this claim is
mounting throughout the United
States. We now know that what
happens during the first few
years will shape each child’s
potential in all aspects of life.

Investing in programs for “little
kids” contributes to a variety of

positive results:

School readiness - high
quality preschools build a
strong foundation for later
school success by improving
language, motivation and social
competence, particularly for
children with low family income.

Care while parents work -
two-thirds of parents work while
their children are young; quality
out-of-home care is essential to
support children’s development
when parents are not around.

Safety and health - help for
families and children with
problems, preventive medical
care, good nutrition help all
reach their potential.

Neighborhood and
community life - activities for
young families with children help
to build a responsive, involved,
and safe community.

Reduced costs of social
programs - spending in the
early years can decrease costs
of disabling health problems,
crime, poor education, welfare
and poverty.

This brief presents basic facts
about Hawaii’'s young children
and families, programs and
spending trends, as a tool to
assist those who wish to plan a
future in which all of Hawaii’s
young children are safe, healthy
and ready for success.

What Science Says About Early Childhood Development

A recent report by the National Research
Council conveys four main messages about

early development:

o Experiences affect the development of the
brain and lay the foundation for

bow they think, particularly with regard
to school readiness.

o Although society is changing, the needs of

process.

intelligence, emotional bealth and moral

development - throughout early childbood

years.

® Healthy early development depends on

Childhood
Development.
National Research

young children are not being met in the

From Neurons to Neighborhoods: The Science of Early

nurturing and dependable relationships.

o How young children feel is as important as

Council and Institute of
Medicine of the National
Academies of Science,
October 2000.




CHILDREN UNDER 5
BY COUNTY OF RESIDENCE
Honolulu Kauai
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CIVILIANS AND MILITARY DEPENDENTS
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FAMILY INCOME OF CHILDREN
UNDER 5 IN HAWAII

Under
Poverty
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51%

Under
185%
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30%

Family incomes are shown as percentages of
the federal poverty guideline for Hawaii.

Facts and Figures About Hawaii’s Young Children

e 1 out of 2 children under 5
lives in a low-income family.

e For about 2 of every 3
young children, all parents
work outside the home.

e |lessthan1in4
children of preschool-age
is in a subsidized
education program. Some
states have preschools

Are Hawaii’s Children Ready for School?

The first years of life set the
pace. Children with strong early
experiences are already ahead
when they start school. Many
who start behind can never
catch up.

Good preschool programs can
create enthusiasm for school
and help kids get comfortable
with classrooms. Children having
problems are more likely to be
discovered and given help.

Hawaii children who do not
speak English at home, or who
enter school with little exposure
to books, start school at a disad-
vantage. Those in low income
areas are much more likely to
have poor reading skills.

We know that children who read
well by third grade have better
success in school. But Hawaii
school-entry assessments have
found that a large percentage of

available to all.

e More than 1 of 3 children
born in Hawaii are of Native
Hawaiian ancestry.

e Almost 1 childin5isa
military dependent.

e Only 1 child of 10 gets help
with child care payments.
low-income families need
this help.

children do poorly on language
tasks.

A recent survey found that over
70% of kindergartners in
schools in higher income areas
had gone to preschool. In con-
trast, only 30% of the children
in impoverished areas had
preschool experiences.

Here are some ways that ex-
periences prior to school entry
help children get ready:

Using language. Young chil-
dren learn language at a rapid

pace. They converse, describe,
ask and answer real questions.
Talking builds thinking.

Reading. Children need to be
familiar with books, stories,
sounds and meanings of words
before they can learn to read.

Exploring. Curiosity and de-
sire to learn are natural for

Recommendations on School Readiness

The National Research Council
found that quality preschool
experiences are important to
prevent reading difficulties
(Preventing Reading Difficulties in
Young Children, 1998).

The Children’s Defense Fund
(CDF) urges states to provide
sufficient funds for two years

of high quality, comprehensive
pre-kindergarten for every pre-
school child who needs it (Seeds
of Success: State Pre-K Initiatives 1998-
1999, Children’s Defense Fund,
www.cdf.org.

Federal agencies encourage
Head Start grantees to partner
with state and community pre-
schools for full-day, full-year pro-

e Only 3 of 100 children under
5 get services for special
needs - in contrast with 1 of
10 during school years.

e About 1 of every 20 families
with a child under 3 has a
home visitor.

e The number of children
under 5 in Hawaii decreased
14% from 1995 to 1999.
There are fewer births; many

young children. They need in-
teresting places where they can
safely investigate things on
their own.

Active play. Little kids are
still learning how to use their
bodies, eyes and hands. They
really do need to run around,
touch, play with things.

Social skills. Children can
learn to share, take turns, get
along with other children and
non-family adults before they
start school. Relationships take
time; avoid too many changes.

Self control and self con-
cept. Kids gain confidence
when in new situations that
support their independence,
self-reliance and success.
Adults who care about children
and know how they learn must
be around to provide support.

grams. (www.quilt.org)

CDF recommends that funds
be directed to communities
and that states allow a range of
providers to participate and
provide an adequate supply of
safe facilities.




What Kinds of Programs Help Young Children?

Our analysis looks at key areas
where resources are
distributed. It is important to
consider all types of spending
for young children to know the
full range of resources that
exist.

® Payments and tax credits
that help working families
with costs of child care.

® Preschool programs, such as

Head Start.

® Community programs that
help parents and connect
young families; play groups
are one example.

care, and children with
special needs.

® Nutrition programs.

In the community, program
areas often overlap. There is
currently no “system” for
services and programs for

® Safety programs to prevent
child abuse, help families
under stress, and provide
help in caring for children. find its own way.

® Health programs for low-

income children, prenatal

The following articles give more
details about these programs.

Spending for Young Children by Program Type

The public and private dollars spent for
programs that benefit young children dur-
ing 1999 are shown at right. Examples of

children, and each family has to

Nutrition Preschools

Health Care

ing Points, Keiki Contacts, HIPPY, family
literacy, Keiki Play Morning, high school teen
parent programs, respite care.

Nutrition

how programs are classified follow.

Child Care

Publicly funded child care payments used
for care by licensed providers, informal care-

givers, relatives and “sitters”.
Preschools

Head Start, DOE Special Education pre-
schools, Even Start, Teen Parent Child Care,
UH Child Care Centers, Kamehameha and
Punana Leo preschools; child care pay-
ments used for preschools; grants by private

foundations.
Programs for Families

Pulama | Na Keiki, Families for REAL, Start-

Women, Infant and Children (WIC) and Child
Care Foods Programs.
Child Safety

Healthy Start, children’s protective services
and foster care.
Health Care

Medicaid payments, prenatal services, Baby
Safe, substance abuse treatment for moms,
Zero to 3 Early Intervention for special
needs, speech therapy, mental health, pre-
ventive health programs.

Child Care

Not included: military programs, church
contributions, private spending by families,
tax credits, food stamps, welfare payments.

Is Hawaii Investing Early Enough?

Historically, Hawaii has under-
invested in children of all ages,
particularly in education and
mental health.

One strong hypothesis is that if
we invest more in children dur-
ing their early years we could
eventually prevent high reme-
dial expenditures later.

Funds for young children repre-
sent only about 9% of the total
spending on children in Hawaii
in 1999. Almost three times as
much is spent for each school
age child as for each child un-
der 5 (see charts).

Most of the difference shows up
in education programs - where
spending for children from kin-
dergarten through
high school is $20
to every $1 spent
for preschool years.

on programs aimed at helping
families do a good job as par-
ents in the early years.

SPENDING PER CHILD IN 1999
How FUNDS ARE ALLOCATED AMONG PROGRAMS

O Preschool Children
$4,415

@ School-age Children

Spending to protect
children and pro-
vide safe homes
may not be ade-
quate to prevent
problems.

$403 $356
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What Do We Know About Preschool Spending?

...preschools
without direct
subsidies find it
difficult to pay
wages that
attract and
retain qualified
staff while
keeping prices
affordable for

Sfamilies.

DHS

Note: Dept. of Human Services (DHS) Open Doors and payments for 3 & 4 year-olds; Dept. of Education
(DOE) Special Ed not i ted; Head Startincludes Early Head Start

for 0, 1 & 2 year-olds. Not included

Help me learn!

A 1990 study found that over
60% of support for child care
and preschool in Hawaii came
from the families of children.

In 1999, about $47 million in
public and private charitable
funds helped almost 7,500 chil-
dren attend preschool in Hawaii.

Federal government grants sup-
port Head Start, Even Start, and
the Hawaiian language Punana
Leo preschools.

Kamehameha is a major source
of private charitable funds for
preschool. Many local founda-
tions also give grants to pre-

SPENDING FOR PRESCHOOL PROGRAMS IN 1999

(IN MILLION DOLLARS)

15.89

Head Start

nded: K h

ha (KS) 1999 esti

PunanalLeo

military prog| and pay

schools or provide tuition aid.

State funds support University
of Hawaii child care centers
and contribute to full day, full
year Head Start. Maui County
gives grants and tuition aid for
Head Start and preschools.

Some states use federal Title |
education and Social Services
Block Grant funds for preschool
or child care; Hawaii does not.

Government payments for child
care can also go to preschools.
The Department of Human
Services is expanding Open
Doors and Child Care payment

programs (story on next page).

Preschools that rely on parent
fees and child care subsidy pay-
ments can’t always provide the
best quality.

Even if families pay all they can,
it is unlikely to be enough. Qual-
ity programs have higher costs
that range from $6,000 to
$12,000 per child.

Most preschools without direct
subsidies face a balancing act
between paying for qualified
staff and other quality services
and keeping prices affordable
for families.

UH Centers

by families.

What Research Says About Program Effectiveness

Research is an important tool for
understanding results. Looking
at the most significant research
findings about the impact of pro-
grams on the development of
young children, the National As-
sociation of Child Advocates re-
ports:

® Quality care and education
programs have proven their
effectiveness in improving
the developmental outcomes
of low-income and disadvan-
taged children.

Children participating in model
early childhood programs were

more successful in school and
continued to succeed as young
adults. Head Start and other
similar programs do make a dif-
ference, and the benefits do
not fade out.

® Quality matters.

Higher quality programs benefit
children; poor quality care can
be harmful. Benefits persist
into elementary school years.

® Quality is particularly impor-
tant for children from low-
income families.

® \While parent-focused home

visiting/parent education pro-
grams have provided some
benefits for parents, these
have not translated into signfi-
cantly improved outcomes for
children.

A Packard Foundation review sug-
gests links with other programs
with proven results to increase
benefits for children.

Making Investments in Young Children:
What the Research On Early Care and Edu-
cation Tells Us. National Association of

Child Advocates, December 2000.
www.childadvocacy.org

Recent Evaluation of Home Visiting, Pro-
grams, Packard Foundation, 1999
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Child Care Costs and Choices

About 7,500 children under age
5 and 4,450 children ages 5
and older received payments
from the Hawaii State Depart-
ment of Human Services (DHS)
to purchase child care in 2000.
Spending totaled $26.4 mil-
lion,averaging $2,211 per child.

Funds for DHS child care pay-

ments are increasing as a part
of federal and state efforts to

help families go to work. Cur-

rent payment rates are

A family’s net monthly income
must be under $ to
qualify for these funds.

Federal rules require that %
of child care funds be set aside
for working families who re-
ceive welfare benefits or are
leaving welfare for work. Other
working families can get help if
there is enough money in the
program budget.

In contrast to many Hawaii pro-
grams and services for children
(education, child welfare,
health care are examples), the
state does not have contracts
with community providers for
child care services.

Instead, child care is part of the
market economy, supported by
prices that families can afford.

Who Can Afford to Pay For Preschool?

About two-thirds of the jobs in
Hawaii do not pay enough to
meet the minimum level of
income needed to support a
family . People with preschool
age children are hit hardest,
with high child care expenses.

In “Barely Making It On Your
Own In Hawaii”, the American
Friends Service Committee
looked at the cost of basic
needs - rental housing, child
care, food, transportation,
medical care, taxes and other
expenses - for families of

different sizes living in different
communities (see box).

Costs for licensed preschools
and child care homes average
$385 per month per child, or
$4,620/year (based on market
rates collected by the Hawaii
Dept. of Human Services).

At this rate most families with
income at 185% of the Hawaii
poverty guidelines ($30,100 for
a family of 3, $36,600 for a
family of 4) can’t afford both

child care and other living costs.

Hawaii Preschool Capacity and Needs

Less than half of Hawaii’s low-income three
and four year-olds currently receive help to

attend preschool.

Most of these children attend Head Start
and Kamehameha Schools preschools.
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Although families who receive
child care subsidies have the
choice of all available pro-
grams, the tuition may be
higher than the amount of the
child care payment. This is a
hardship or an impossibility for
many parents.

Low-income families are likely
to choose less expensive types
of care. This has a negative im-
pact on the quality of our
state’s child care resources.

Plans are in progress to in-
crease child care payments to
$425/month for accredited
preschools to help families

pay for quality care.

It is not surprising that many
families spend their limited
funds for other necessities and
find alternatives to costly
preschool programs. Do
families have a real choice?

Many families simply can’t
afford to send their child to
preschool without help from
Head Start, Open Doors,
Kamehameha Schools, DHS
child care payments, preschool
financial aid, or other subsidies.

If all 3 and 4 year-olds in Hawaii had suffi-
cient funds and chose to attend preschool
programs, existing spaces would not be

adequate. But many preschools how have

family budgets.

Others use child care and Open Doors pay-

ments to attend community preschools

selected by their families.

Percentages of low-income children with
subsidies varies by county, ranging from
58% on the Big Island to 42% on Oahu

(chart).

choices for families.

vacancies because costs are too high for

The Good Beginnings Alliance is working
with many partners to plan for Hawaii’'s
future preschool needs. Planning requires
careful review of the resources and needs
in each community. Use of existing re-
sources will conserve costs and permit

CHILDREN RECEIVING DHS CHILD CARE
PAYMENTS IN FY 2000

0-1
years
10%.
y;;s 5 years &
" over
2% A 37%
2-3
years
13%
3- %-5
years years

19% 9%

A large number of infants and toddlers receive
care outside of their homes. About 1 of 5
children use child care funds to attend pre-
schools. Most children are cared for by rela-
tives and informal care providers.

How much does it really cost
to live in Hawaii?

Income Needed

Family Type perYear
Adult with an infant $33,350
Adult, infant & pre-
school child $43,300
Two adults, 2 children
(infant & preschool) $47,800
Two adults, 2 children
(preschool, school age) $44,000

Source: Barely Making It On Your Own in Ha-
waii, American Friends Service Committee -
Hawaii Area Program, July 2000.

PERCENTAGE OF LOW INCOME 3 AND 4 YEAR OLDS

WITH PRESCHOOL SUBSIDY - BY COUNTY
0y
100% HLowIncome
3 & 4 year-
80% - olds with no
preschool
60% — subsidy
40% -
OLowIncome
20% - 3 &4 year-
olds with
0% . . . preschool
subsidy

Oahu Hawaii Kauai

M aui
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“Social and
emotional school
readiness is critical
to a successful
kindergarten
transition, early
school success and
even later
accomplishments in
the work place. *
National Institute of

Mental Health report,
2000. (get name)

A Wise Investment: Spending for Young Children

Early Attention to Children’s Social and Emotional Health

Almost half of all children now
enter kindergarten with limited
social and emotional abilities,
says a new national report on
children’s mental health.

When young children have strong
bonds with parents and with
other children, teachers or care-
givers, they gain security and
social skills. Many children lack
these ideal circumstances.

Quality preschool programs with
home visits can make a differ-
ence for children having stress or
living in troubled homes.

It makes sense to try to reach
children during the early years
when problems often begin. Fail-
ure to invest in support for early

Spending for Health

development is risky fiscal
policy.

Spending for children with be-
havior and mental health prob-
lems is increasing under the
Felix Consent Decree — Ha-
waii's agreement to bring the
state into compliance with fed-
eral law regarding education of
children with behavior and
mental health problems. Most
of the spending is for school
age children.

Hawaii now invests in Healthy
Start, Zero to Three, and Spe-
cial Education preschools in
the Department of Education
(DOE) for young children with
special needs.

and Safety

In 1999, spending averaged
about $285 dollars for each
child under 5, compared to
$1,311 dollars for each school
age child in Hawaii.

Gaps in Hawaii’s services for
young children with special
needs are significant, says a
Preschool Study prepared for
the Felix Count Monitor.

We do not find children early
enough, program choices are
limited and do not always reflect
best practices, and children in
preschools outside the Depart-
ment of Education (DOE) do not
receive help. We need more
emphasis on early childhood
within the DOE.

SPENDING FOR MAJOR SAFETY AND HEALTH PROGRAMS

IN 1999 (N MiLLiON DoLLARS)

$418
$335
$174

$8.0

$57  $50

|_| $25 $19
Healthy Zeroto 3 M edicaid Other
Start Health

Hawaii spent about $8 million for
Healthy Start home visiting to prevent
child abuse in high risk families in
1999. At least $17.4 million went for
foster care, adoptions and other child
protection for children ages O to 4.

Children under 5 comprised about 1 of
3 children with protective services,
and 1 of 4 in foster care in 1999.

Medicaid payments (Quest and fee-for-
service) are by far the largest health

" care expenditure for children under 4.

The Dept. of Health (DOH) Zero to 3
project provides child development

Quick Facts On Hawaii’s Children Under 5

and early intervention services for
children with special health needs.

Perinatal programs include DOH ser-
vices, Baby Safe, Malama Na Wahine
Hapai. DOH provides substance
abuse treatment for mothers.

Nutrition funds include Women, Infant,
Children (WIC) and Child Care Foods,
both U.S. Dept of Agriculture pro-
grams.

DOH preventive programs include
Newborn Metabolic Screening, Lead
Surveillance, Child Health Screening,
and Birth Defects Monitoring.

Indicator Number  Percent Indicator Number Percent

Hawaii Population, July 1999 1,185,497 Receiving child care payments, age 0 to 5 6,956 8.7
Child Population, 0 - 17, % of total population 289,340 24.4 Living in a foster home, age 0 to 5 909 0.01
Children under 5, % of all children 80,387 27.8 Victim of child abuse or neglect (1998) 797 0.1
Preschoolers, age 3 and 4 32,237 In program for children with disabilities 2,477 3.1
Infants & toddlers, ages 0, 1 and 2 48,188 In home visiting program , under 3 2,755 5.7
Hawaii Resident Births (includes military) 17,003 In subsidized preschool program , age 3 & 4 7,500 23.3
Receiving welfare payments, age 0 to 5 14,904 18.5 Attending preschool, age 3 and 4 18,030* 56.0
Low family income (under 185% FPL), age Oto 40,892 50,9 * Estimated at 90% capacity.

Sources: U.S Census Bureau Population Estimates by Age Group, July 1999; Hawaii Department of Health Resident Births, 1995 to 1999. Program data
analyzed by Children’s Budget Analysis based on statistics from Hawaii Department s of Human Services, Health and Education and collected directly
from private programs. Social indicators from UH Center on the Family, Hawaii Kids Count.




: ilinc? SPENDING FOR FAMILY AND COMMUNITY PROGRAMS IN 1999

What are We Doing to Help Families? (o Miion Do)
Many Hawaii families can’t families and children together. referrals. $2.9
afford preschool, want their Playgroups can reach all who eCommunity
little children to be with Tutu or care for young children. Chil- level initia- $1.2 $1.1
Auntie, have work schedules dren play and learn together; tives in-
that don’t match program oper- caregivers see examples of volve fami-
ating hours, or have children chlld guidance, get a9gua|nt§d lies in plan- DOE Teen Play Community
too young for centers. There with other young families. Chil- ning for Parents Groups Centers,
aren’t enough preschools any- dren learn to get along with needed PATCH
way. What else can help? others outside the immediate programs.
®Home visiting - Pulama | Na family. Examples

Keiki, Home Reach, Early ®Families for REAL offers par- include Starting Points, the

Head Start help with parenting  enting education at a few DOE Native Hawaiian Early Child-

skills anq assst.famllles to get sc.hools. Mlanesota proyldes hood Consortium. Oﬂé} czfeu/

community services. HIPPY this program in all public Hawaii now spends compara- .

and family literacy provide schools. The DOE also has pro- wall now sp P dollars per child

tively little on these programs,

parent-child learning projects. grams for parenting teens. about $6.5 million in 1999. Pro- are spent to /%’/])
®Playgroups - traveling pre- ®Family Centers provide a cen- grams are not available in all fdﬁzz'/z'es do a
schools, Keiki Play Morning, tral location for all types of fam-  communities. .
GBA Keiki Contacts are for ily services; PATCH helps with good job as
parents in the
' early years.
What Are the Results of Our Spending? 9
How effective is Hawaii's analyzes all federal, state, Center (www.uhfamily.org).
spending on the education, county and private charitable The Good Beginnings Alliance
care, health and safety of dollars for children in Hawaii. facilitates community action on
young children? Information is organized by r\J

behalf of young children using

program type, age group and spending and outcome data.

geographic location.

We think it is useful for all
citizens to know the facts about
current programs, costs and Information about the well-
results. being of children around the
state is available from the UH
Center on the Family Data

With data in hand, community
groups can tackle tough
questions about whether
resources match local needs
and are being used wisely.

To see what is being spent, the
Children’s Budget Project

Communities need to look at results.

Are Hawaii’s Children Ready for Success?

The Good Beginnings Alliance is a partner in efforts to increase the school success of HOW H awall com Pa res
Hawaii’s children. Indicators will be tracked to determine results. Baseline statistics
are for FY 2000. Although 42 states invest state funds for pre-
Children inacoredtedpreschonls g [ e redspeems fiesesieor
state programs
Children with government paid care in regulated centers, 0to 5 16% varies widely. STATE FUNDS FOR HEAD START AND
i ing ki i : invest considerably 1,200 $1.018 $1,070
Children entering kindergarten with preschool experience 45.4% more than Hawaii  $502 soa1 5738
[Families in parent/child educationprograms ST (onart). Moststates 3588 {1 svs
H $200
Children fully immunized at 24 months go not provide suf- $0
icient amounts per s & PR
o A = o3
[Gonfirmed cild abuse/neglect, ehilrenunders T cnig o support Ft e ¢
Children with health insurance, 0 to 5 high quality pro- o
grams. Source: Children’s Defense Fund, State Develop-

ments in Child Care and Early Education, 1999.

Sources: UH Center on the Family; Dept. of Health, Dept. of Education (survey), Good Beginnings Alliance, Analysis by Children’s Budget Project.

Hawaii Kids Watch.




HAWAII KIDS WATCH

1427 Dillingham Blvd. #301
Honolulu, Hawaii 96817

Phone: 808-845-0701
Fax: 808-845-0418
Email: hikids@pixi.com

ﬁ

Mailing Address Line 1
Mailing Address Line 2
Hawaii Kids Watch is a member of the Mailing Address Line 3
National Association of Child Advocates Mailing Address Line 4
Mailing Address Line §
The GOOD BEGINNINGS ALIIANCE
200 South King Street #
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813
Phone: 808-531-5502
Fax: 808-531-5702
Email:  @goodbeginnings.org
This space is for the Good Beginnings
slogan.
Coming Together for Hawaii’s Young Children
The Good Beginnings Alliance is  adequate resources to provide $15,000 yearly salary. The National
| join with H i Ki he ki f i h ill ;
peaseq to join Wl.t ayvan ids  the kind o s_e_rwcest atwi . Accreditation of early childhood Research CO”””/”f
Watch in presenting this Budget  produce positive results for chil- the National

Analysis Issue Brief. The data
provides an important factual
base for future planning.

At present Hawaii faces numer-
ous decision points in allocating
resources for young children.

The Pre-Plus initiative would
provide access to preschool for
all low-income 3 and 4 year-
olds. The Departments of
Health and Education need ad-
ditional funds for services to
children who have special
needs or are at risk. A Native
Hawaiian Consortium is en-
gaged in planning for young
children. Several other commu-
nities have begun planning ef-
forts.

We must make sure that our
early childhood programs have

dren.

New investment is badly
needed to improve the quality
of our early childhood work-
force. The TEACH Project will be-
gin to upgrade qualifications
and compensation of early
childhood teachers and caregijv-
ers by providing scholarships
for college credits. A new Career
Registry will document staff
training and experience.

At present, there is a constant
balancing act between how
much parents can afford to pay
and how much schools must
collect to provide a quality pro-
gram. Even at the highest tui-
tion rate, a class of 16 pre-
school children will only on the
average pay a teacher a

programs also supports quality.
This year the Hawaii Association
for the Education of Young Chil-
dren (HAEYC) will focus on ex-
pansion of the Maui Accredita-
tion mentoring project.

Through leadership, partner-
ships, resources and technical
assistance, Good Beginning fos-
ters planning for young children
by Hawaii’'s agencies, counties
and communities.

We urge all concerned about
Hawaii’s future to join planning
efforts for our youngest keiki.
We expect the information pre-
sented here to provide further
impetus to act ion.

Academies of Science
recommends that the
nation “examine
policies that affect

young children and
bolster its investments
in their well-being”.

Children are Hawaii's greatest treasure.




