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Looking Back

Policy Accomplishments

� 1999 Sunny Side Up Nutrition Partnership

� 2002 Facilitation of School Readiness Task Force

� Hawaii Preschool Content Standards

� Hawaii Family and Community Guidelines

� Hawaii State School Readiness Assessment

� Transition Guides and Protocols

� Statewide Data Collection Report 

� 2000 Assisted Lt. Gov Mazie Hirono create Pre-Plus

� 2005  Project Open Doors Allocation doubled



Looking Back

Policy Accomplishments

� 2004 started P-20: United for Learning Initiative

� 2005-2006 Act 151 Early Education Task Force

� 2006-2008 Act 259 Early Learning Task Force

� 2007 P-3 Grant Award to UH Foundation and P20

� 2008 Act 14 Keiki First Steps passed creating Early Learning 
Council and Keiki First Steps Grants program



Looking Back

Advocacy  Mechanisms

Created Champions for Children- 2000

Created Hawaii Early Education Fund 2000

Created Keiki Funders Network - 2002

Published Yearly Issue Briefs on School Readiness

Economic Impact of ECE Workforce Study – 2005

Economic Benefit of EC Investment Study – 2009

Hawaii member of Voices for America’s Children



Looking Back

Professional Development Accomplishments

� 2000 Hawaii Child Care Workforce Study

� 2000 TEACH scholarship program

� 2001 First ECE Personnel Registry

� 2008 GBA scholarship program

� 2007 Fiscal agent for Hawaii Careers with Young 
Children



Looking Back

Community-Based Initiatives

� Play and Learn Groups started Kauai 1997
� Carnegie Starting Points 1995-1999
� Partnership for Hawaii’s Keiki  2000– 6 communities statewide
� Hawaii Island: Baby Steps to Stronger Communities
� Maui: Good Beginnings at Makawao
� Oahu:  Strong community building in Waianae/Nanakuli, 

Koolauloa, Kalihi- Playground at Kuhio Park Terrace
� SKIP: Supporting Keiki of Incarcerated Parents

� Kauai: Makua Keiki
� Oahu:  Waiawa

� City and County Ongoing Projects for Homeless and Low-
Income Housing Parents



Ongoing Work

Advocacy:  

� Voices for America’s Children

� Leadership Engagement – October 14 Economic 
Summit on Early Childhood Investment

Professional Development:

� Hawaii Careers with Young Children

� GBA Early Childhood Scholarship



Ongoing Work

Data Collection:

� Annual Hawaii State School Readiness Assessment

� Early Childhood Data Report Overview

� Specific community data on children 0-5

� Financing the Early Childhood System

Community Work:

� City and County Honolulu Homeless and Housing parent 
training

� Kauai and Oahu Parent and Provider Outreach

� Maui County Subsidy Program

� Hawaii Baby Steps to Stronger Communities



2008-2009

� Review of Act 77- allow to Sunset

� Create new Mission Statement

� Amendments to Articles and By-laws

� Increasing Board of Directors Membership

� Initiate Strategic Planning process

� Support ongoing Implementation of P-3 Initiative

� Support Initiation of Early Learning Council  
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GBA 2009-2010 Focus

GBA

Increase Public/Private
Investments

Public Engagement Efforts
Facilitate Policy 
Development Through
Data & Research

• Provide research/data   

analysis to  ELC and P-3 

Initiative
• Convene research ad hoc 

committee

• Work with DOE annually on 

Hawaii State School Readiness 

Assessment (HSSRA)
• Create planning tool to 

inform various stakeholders  

on existing programs/gaps

• Increase business community engagement 

through October 14 Economic Summit with 

four identified new CEO advocates
• Conduct a minimum of 6 statewide  special 

events on ECE importance 

• Engage community statewide at all levels of 

planning and policy development

• Facilitate a minimum of six meetings with 
special focus groups of health professionals, 

labor unions, tourism, military

• Produce 2 issue papers to make the 

case for EC investment

• Ensure ECE system planning 
and investment are data driven

•Ensure co-planning  Finance 

Committees of ELC and HCYC

•Increase business and individual 

donations to GBA’s Hawaii Early 
Education Fund

…action for Hawai`i's young children through collaboration with local 
communities….



Questions?

GBA mobilizes actions for Hawai`i's young children through 
collaboration with local communities to build partnerships statewide so 

our children are safe, healthy, and ready to succeed.


